
    
    
        




    


    




    




            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    








    
        

    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    


    
        



        
            [image: Oxford Academic]
        


                
            
            
                Journals
            

            
                Books
            


    

 
    

            	
                    
                        Search Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    
	
                    
                        Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    



            
                

            

        

    



    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Oxford Journal of Law and Religion
This issue
Law
Religion and Law
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Submit?
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About Oxford Journal of Law and Religion
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        



        
	
            Journals on Oxford Academic
        
	
            Books on Oxford Academic
        


    





    
        
                            
                    [image: Oxford Journal of Law and Religion]
                

            
            
 
        

    


    
        


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Submit?
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About Oxford Journal of Law and Religion
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        



        


        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Oxford Journal of Law and Religion
This issue
Law
Religion and Law
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    



        
        

 
    



    
            
                
                    

                    




    
        Article Navigation
    

    
        
            Close mobile search navigation
        
        Article Navigation

        
    
        


    
    
        
                [image: Issue Cover]
        

        
            

                        Volume 1

                        Issue 2




            

            
October 2012            

            
        

    

 
    


            

            

    
        	
            < Previous
        
	
            Next >
        

 
    


        

    







    
    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
    
        

    

    
        
            Journal Article
                    



    
                
                    
                        How Religious Arbitration Could Enhance Personal Autonomy
                    



    Get access
    [image: Arrow]
                

                
                    
                                




                                    Farrah Ahmed, 

                                    

    
        
    Farrah Ahmed



    


    
        **Senior Lecturer at Melbourne Law School, University of Melbourne.

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                
                                




                                    Senwung Luk

                                    

    
        
    Senwung Luk



    


    
        ****Olthuis Kleer Townshend LLP, Toronto. The views expressed herein are those of the authors, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the firm or its clients; nor do they constitute legal advice.

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                

                    

                



        
            Oxford Journal of Law and Religion, Volume 1, Issue 2, October 2012, Pages 424–445, https://doi.org/10.1093/ojlr/rws005

        

        
            
                Published:

                09 June 2012

            

                    

            

    






 
    

    
         
    



        
            
                
                    	
                            
                                
                                
                                    Views

                                    
                                

                            
                            


                                
	
                                    Article contents
                                
	
                                    Figures & tables
                                
	
                                    Video
                                
	
                                    Audio
                                
	
                                    Supplementary Data
                                


                        


                        	
    
        
    
    Cite



    Cite

        
            Farrah Ahmed, Senwung Luk,  How Religious Arbitration Could Enhance Personal Autonomy, Oxford Journal of Law and Religion, Volume 1, Issue 2, October 2012, Pages 424–445, https://doi.org/10.1093/ojlr/rws005

        


    
        
            
            
            Select Format
            Select format
.ris (Mendeley, Papers, Zotero)
.enw (EndNote)
.bibtex (BibTex)
.txt (Medlars, RefWorks)


            Download citation
        

    


    Close


 
    


                        
	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions Icon
            
            Permissions
        
    

 
    


                        
	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    


                    
    
        





    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Oxford Journal of Law and Religion
This issue
Law
Religion and Law
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    

    







    
        

        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Oxford Journal of Law and Religion
This issue
Law
Religion and Law
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





 
    


                    

                

            

            
    
        
    





                    Abstract

The public debate on religious arbitration often assumes that certain liberal autonomy-based arguments against state recognition of religious arbitration in family law matters are conclusive, ie that religious arbitration necessarily harms personal autonomy. This article challenges that assumption and highlights the autonomy-enhancing potential of religious arbitration. We argue that the state recognition of religious arbitration has the potential to enhance autonomy by facilitating the option of religious practice. We argue that religious arbitration has the potential to enhance the autonomy of religious persons by providing them access to religious expertise. Finally, we indicate how the recognition of religious arbitration protects the autonomy of some by keeping them from a possible autonomy-diminishing alternative.
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